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One aXWhor Zhose Zork IËYe had on m\ Wo-be-read

lisW is WalWer Mosle\. MosW famoXs for his noYel

DeYil in a Blue Dress, man\ of Mosle\Ës books focXs

on Whe Wales of Whe hard-boiled priYaWe inYesWigaWor

and Los Angeles residenW, E]ekiel ÍEas\Î RaZlins.

Eas\, as an inYesWigaWor, alZa\s dreZ m\ inWeresW.

His characWer is meWhodicall\, someWimes morall\,

opposiWe from deWecWiYes like HercXle PioroW or

Sherlock Holmes, since heËs more Zilling Wo blXr

Whe lines beWZeen righW and Zrong in Whe name of

jXsWice and WrXWh. AfWer reading and anal\]ing Whe

1930s Harlem noYel The Conjure-Man Dies b\

RXdolf Fisher, one of Whe firsW m\sWer\ noYels

ZriWWen b\ an African American, I ZanWed Wo dip

m\ Woes inWo Whe 1960s e[periences of Eas\ RaZlins.

I figXred Whe besW Za\ Wo skim Whe sXrface ZoXld be

ZiWh one of Mosle\Ës more recenW releases, a shorW sWor\ collecWion enWiWled Si[ Eas\

Pieces.

The sWories are seW in L.A. dXring Whe 1960sÉa period Zhere organi]ed crime and gang

acWiYiW\ Zas eYer-presenW in Whe ciW\. ThroXghoXW Whe shorW sWories, Ze see L.A. ciWi]ens,

especiall\ Whose ZiWhin Whe black commXniW\ Eas\ naYigaWes, possessing a misWrXsW for

police. This misWrXsW has ciWi]ens seeking Eas\Ës help Wo solYe Wheir problems insWead of

Whe aXWhoriWies. We see Whe WradiWional inflXence of Whe Wimes in religion and gender roles.

We see generoXs pla\ ZiWh dicWion and YernacXlar, creaWing an immersiYe and aXWhenWic

reading e[perience (similar langXage sWraWegies in black YernacXlar Zere also recreaWed

in HarmlemiWes in FisherËs The Conjure-Man Dies). We also see Eas\ RaZlins sWrXggling Wo

accepW Whe deaWh of his besW friend, MoXse, so mXch so WhaW he searches for eYidence of

MoXse being aliYeÉan Xnderl\ing ploW WhaW sWrings WogeWher all of Whe small, side

m\sWeries ZiWhin each shorW sWor\.

All of Whese small m\sWeries operaWe as a sXbYersion from Whe monoWon\ of life. Mosle\

commands Whe narraWiYe Wo fliW back and forWh beWZeen Eas\Ës eYer\da\ life as a head

cXsWodian for a jXnior high school and a fosWer faWher of WZo children Wo Eas\ qXesWioning

L.A. ciWi]ens connecWed Wo Whe m\sWeries presenWed Wo him and qXesWioning ciWi]ens for

informaWion on MoXse.

Mosle\ also sXbYerWs some of Whe W\pical elemenWs of m\sWer\ for a narraWiYe more

indicaWiYe of Whe Wimes of L.A. in Whe 1960s. The sWories conWain YarioXs scenes of acWionÉ

fiWWing for a YigilanWe and anWi-hero inYesWigaWor. In one scene of Whe mXrder m\sWer\

ÍCrimson SWain,Î Eas\ meeWs and qXesWions a minisWer aboXW his loYe affair ZiWh Whe dead

parW\ and former member of Whe congregaWion. FolloZing WhaW meeWing, WZo deacons

from Whe chXrch folloZ Eas\ oXW Wo his carÉone deacon garnishing a lead pipe (QXick

PSA: DonËW forgeW \oXr lead pipes Zhen \oX go Wo chXrch ne[W SXnda\). HoZeYer, Eas\Ës

opponenWs Zere alZa\s meW ZiWh his resisWance: ÍI ZasnËW Zorried. When I goW Wo m\ car,

I benW doZn Wo Wie m\ shoe. I also goW Whe .25 caliber pisWol oXW of Whe elasWic band of m\

sockÎ (Mosle\ 76). In man\ scenes, Eas\ is armed ZiWh a pisWol. In one scene he eYen Xses

a baW for defense, Xnlike HercXle PioroW Zho Zields a dapper cane and an eYen dapper

moXsWache.

WiWhin Whis collecWion, Eas\ is also a lone Zolf in his inYesWigaWions since MoXse, his

crime parWner, has passed aZa\. Also, since Eas\ Zorks on Whe fringes of Whe laZ, he is

ZiWhoXW Whe help of oWher deWecWiYes, police officers, or docWors. InsWead, Eas\ mXsW pla\

Welephone and garner gossip from Whe oWher characWersÉWaking Yer\ proacWiYe sWeps Wo

XncoYer secreWs. He mXsW Wake Whe m\sWer\ inWo his oZn hands. He mXsW eaYesdrop. He

mXsW sWalk as in one shorW sWor\, ÍSilYer Lining,Î Eas\ folloZs a man he sXspecWs of

kidnapping his friendËs sisWer. The narraWiYe is ZriWWen in firsW person ZiWh sWream of

conscioXsness elemenWs, alloZing for Whe aXdience Wo be presenW in eYer\ sWep of Eas\Ës

WhoXghW process.

Eas\ also isnËW a sWranger Wo l\ing and manipXlaWion himself. As he searches for Whe

person behind a fire aW Whe jXnior high school Zhere he Zorks, as he searches for Whe

kidnapped sisWer of a close friend, as he searches for Whe killer of a prosWiWXWe Zho ma\

possess knoZledge aboXW MoXse, he inWerrogaWes Whe ciWi]ens he meeWs, someWimes

WhreaWens Whem, someWimes manipXlaWes Whem ZiWh lies or empaWheWic sWories Wo aWWain

Whe WrXWh. He is noW aboYe breaking Whe rXles Wo geW Wo Whe boWWom of a m\sWer\.

InsWincW and sWreeW knoZledge also become elemenWs Mosle\ inWerWZines inWo Eas\Ës

deWecWiYe Zork. While Eas\Ës characWer is Zell-read, he is also an Xnlicensed inYesWigaWor

ZiWhoXW laZ enforcemenW Wraining. HoZeYer, his lack of license doesnËW seem Wo maWWer as

ZhaW he possesses mosW of all is a grand XndersWanding of Whe people in his commXniW\,

of Whe Za\ Whe Zorld Zorks. This embedded insWincW and knoZledge gXides Eas\

WhroXghoXW Whe m\sWeries and keeps him persisWenW in Whe search for his friend MoXse.

His persisWence or his characWerËs moWiYaWionÉfinding WrXWh aboXW Whe deaWh of his besW

friendÉinserWed in Whe narraWiYe, serYes as a backbone for Whis collecWion. The

moWiYaWion driYes Eas\ as Zell as Whe readers Wo seek Whe WrXWh and become emoWionall\

inYesWed in Whe crimes. Eas\Ës qXesW also becomes a coping mechanism in his Wime of loss

as Zell as a qXesW Wo free his gXilW\ conscienceÉsince MoXse died Wr\ing Wo proWecW Eas\.

In WXrn, Ze are freed WhroXgh his e[ploraWion, WhroXgh Whe saWisfacWion WhaW comes ZiWh

Eas\ piecing each m\sWer\Ébig and small. We find a freedom in Whe danger Eas\

e[plores as Mosle\ noWes, ÍLoYing freedom and loYing danger are one and Whe same

Whing for mosW black men. Freedom for Xs has alZa\s been dangeroXs. Freedom for Xs

has been a crime as far back as oXr oldesW memoriesÎ (Mosle\ 99). Mosle\ freel\

naYigaWes Wopics of social ineqXaliWies and social injXsWice, Whemes of grief, loss, and Whe

comple[iWies of relaWionships beWZeen friend and friend, moWher and son, sisWer and

sisWer. While grim, Whese sWories call on Xs Wo cherish oXr relaWionships Zhile Ze haYe

Whem and acknoZledge Whe immense inflXence Whe\ hold oYer Xs.
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